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300 Dallas Ministers Speak on Segregation 


Dallas, together with the rest of the 
nation, faces serious social issues which 
must be resolved. We, the undersigned 
ministers, here declare our conviction 
that racial problems and their solution 
are moral and spiritual as well as poli- 
tical matters, and that our understand- 
ing of the demands of God impels us to 
speak. God-fearing citizens cannot ig- 
nore their responsibilities in civil so- 
ciety. We speak as individuals only, not 
as representatives of any group or or- 
ganization. 

We admit, in deep humility, our own 
sins of prejudice in many areas, and the 
failure of our religious bodies to solve 
problems of racial relationships. 


We recognize that there are honest 
differences of opinion among sincere 
people concerning desegregation in the 
public schools. One of the most prized 
possessions of a free society, however, 
is the right to discuss differences openly. 
We are certain that thoughtful citizens, 
although they may differ in their views 
on the race question, agree that these 
differences can be resolved only by fol- 
lowing democratic principles, such as 
respect for the rights of individuals, free 
speech and due process of law through 
the courts, without recourse to violence 
and lawlessness. 


The only solution to this or any other 
problem of human relations lies in the 
application of the New Testament con- 
cept of Christian love in which we seek 
for others that which we desire for 
ourselves. We remember that Jesus 
said, “By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love 


for one another.” We remember that 
the Holy Spirit led Peter to say, ‘“God 
has shown me that I should not call 
any man common or unclean.” 

These Scriptures, among others, call 
us as Christians to go beyond simple 
justice to the practice of our Lord’s 
commandments. We must treat every 
individual as a person made in the 
image of God and one for whom Christ 
died. This impels us to express our 
concern in the social and political situ- 
ations of our times. 

All of this leads us to the conviction 
that enforced segregation is morally and 
spiritually wrong, and in light of these 
beliefs we present the following prin- 
ciples: 

1. These problems can be solved only 
as péople seek God’s help. We should 
seek not to justify our own views in 
his sight, but to obtain his guidance in 
all our actions. We urge that people of 
all faiths pray earnestly that God will 
give understanding, patience and guid- 
ance in meeting these social issues. 

2. Law and order must be maintained 
as Dallas faces desegregation of its 
public schools. The Supreme Court has 
ruled that segregation in the public 
schools on the basis of race is uncon- 
stitutional. The lower Federal courts 
will inform Dallas about local appli- 
cation of this decision. Their rulings 
will be the law, and must be respected. 
If individuals or groups defy court de- 
cisions, they are inviting anarchy in 
which no one’s rights will be preserved. 
We urge that all citizens encourage and 
support the declared intention of city 
officials and law enforcement agencies 


to see that law and order are main- 
tained in Dallas. 


3. Churches, service clubs and com- 
munity organizations, newspapers, radio 
and television have a responsibility to 
aid in the solution of this problem. We 
urge that these groups and enterprises 
join together in seeking actively to pro- 
mote the spirit of harmony and peace 
among all people, both by aiding forces 
of order and goodwill, and by discour- 
aging destructive actions. 

4. The citizens of Dallas have a re- 
sponsibility to assist the School Boards 
as they attempt to lead the community. 
In order that the School Boards may 
have the understanding support of the 
community in desegregating the public 
schools, we urge that plans be made 
public as soon as possible. 

5. Christian parents can be of a great 
help in creating proper attitudes toward 
race. We urge that all parents, by 
conversation and example, set a pattern 
of responsible Christian citizenship in 
a democracy which recognizes justice, 
fair-play and respect for the sacredness 
of human personality. 


6. The exchange of views among 
people of different races is necessary for 
a reasonable solution to the problem. 
We urge that religious, civic and edu- 
cational groups of all races seek to un- 
derstand each other by a free inter- 
change of ideas and opinions in order 
that there may be full confidence and 
cooperation in arriving at solutions.— 
Signed by 300 Ministers from 13 De- 
nominations, including 55 Presbyte- 
rians. (Story on page 3.) 
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Letters to the Editors ' 








Is This True of Your Youth Group? 


Accurate Description? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK has be- 
come a part of my regular weekly pattern 
of ministry since 1955, and I certainly 
want to express my appreciation for your 
excellent coverage of Presbyterian news, 
and for your courageous stand in present- 
ing the racial issue, regardless of locale 
or theological stripe. 

Wilbur La Roe’s column was one of my 
favorites until his death, and his most 
famous article, “Comments are invited on 
the following. . . ,” prompted a very se- 
rious discussion at a recent meeting of 
the Bloomington Presbytery Westminster 
Fellowship Council, to which I am pastor- 
advisor. 

The young people are conducting a rally 
and want permission to duplicate Mr. La 
Roe’s article, and to paraphrase it as fol- 
lows: 

“Comments are invited on the follow- 
ing definition of Westminster Fellow- 
ship: ‘Westminster Fellowship is a 
group of sophisticated young people 
who enjoy being affiliated with an or- 
ganization of tolerable standing in 
teenage society to which they can be- 
long without heavy responsibility and 
without becoming “squares”; who be- 
lieve in Christianity within well-defined 
limits and in religious activities if not 
carried too far; most of whom dress 
according to acceptable standards, and 
who find satisfaction in attending 
church parties and hayrack rides and 
in being associated with an accepted set 
of popular young people.” 

The young people admit that this is an 
overstatement of the faults applying to 
the typical WF group, but the last line 
could read “reasonably religious” and fit 
most groups. The purpose of using this 
strong statement will be to stimulate dis- 
cussion on the theme “Is the Church What 
You Think it Is?” Naturally, Westminster 
Fellowship is one of the church’s agen- 
cies, and should be doing the work of 
Christ with the other parts of his church. 

The words in italics are those of the 
Council. The rest in the statement is that 
of Mr. La Roe, published in your paper on 
June 4, 1956. ... 


Monticello, Il. 


Princeton Institute 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

An outstanding program has been ar- 
ranged for the Princeton Institute of The- 
ology, July 7-17. The opening address 
will be delivered by Ralph W. Sockman of 
Christ church, Methodist, New York City. 
Allen Wehrli of Eden Seminary and D. S. 
Russell, principal of Rawdon Baptist Col- 
lege, Leeds, England, will conduct the 
morning Bible Hours. The convocation 
speakers will be Martin Niemoeller, presi- 
dent of the Evangelical Church in Ger- 
many, and Nels Ferré, Andover-Newton 
Seminary. 

Elective courses will be given by Nor- 
man Goodall, Secretary of World Council 
of Churches; Percy Payne, Presbyterian 
pastor from Wales; Donald Miller, Union 
Sem'‘nary in Virginia; James Mutchmor, 
United Church of Canada; as well as by 
Edward Dowey, Jr., Edward Golden, 
George Hendry and Donald Macleod of 
Princeton Seminary. 


Rosert O. WILLIAMS. 


W. J. Beeners of Princeton Seminary 
will conduct a clinic in sermon delivery 
offering instruction in classroom sessions 
and individual conferences. 

A highlight of the Institute will be a 
series of sermons in the evening by Rob- 
ert J. McCracken of Riverside Church, 
New York City. 

DONOVAN NorQUIST. 
Princeton, New Jersey. 


Chautauqua 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Chatauqua calls again to a season filled 
with recreation, education, and above all, 
religion, to meet the needs of all denom- 
inations. 

Happily, this year, two of these denom- 
inations will be one—the United Presby- 
terian and the Presbyterian. The Presby- 
terian headquarters, situated near the am- 
phitheater, houses adults and college-age 
young people, while the Mary-Willis home 
has a restful location where families with 
children under 14 years of age are enter- 
tained under the supervision of Mrs. G. 
S. M. Doremus of Mechanic St.; Girard, 
Pa. 

The United Presbyterian chapel is lo- 
cated near the Plaza, and it is our hope 
that all these buildings will serve to the 
ful'est extent the comfort and service of 
missionaries and all Christian leaders of 
our one denomination. 

As superintendent of headquarters, I 
reach out my hand with a warm welcome 
to all who wish to come to our homes and 
be refreshed by the inspirational programs 
of Chautauqua. 

You are most cordially invited to share 
the room and board of both homes. The 
board is a nominal fee and we ask nothing 
for the room. 

For further information, write the un- 
dersigned. 

Mrs. N. B. WILson. 
41 Foster Ave., Chautauqua, N. Y. 


Presbyterian, U. S. 
SYNOD MEETINGS 


Oklahoma, West Nichols Hills, Oklahoma 
City, May 13, 2:30 p.m. 

Arkansas, Arkadelphia, May 20, 2 p.m. 

Louisiana, Gentilly ch, New Orleans, May 
20, 2 p.m. 

Florida, Miami Springs ch, May 20, 2:30 
p.m. 

Texas, First ch, Ft. Worth, May 20, 7:30 
p.m. 

Tennessee, NaCoMe, Pleasantville, May 22, 
10:30 a.m. 

West Virginia, Bluestone Conference Cen- 
ter, Hinton, May 22, 10 a.m. 

Mississippi, Belhaven College, 
June 3, 7:30 p.m. 

Georgia, First ch, Rome, June 4, 2 p.m. 

Appalachia, Central ch, Chattanooga, June 








Jackson, 


24, 1:30 p.m. 

Alabama, South Highland ch, Birming- 
ham, June 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Virginia, Massanetta Springs, Harrison- 
burg, July 1, 11 a.m. 

Missouri, Westminster College, Fulton, 


July 7, 5:30 p.m. 

North Carolina, Davidson College, July 15, 
2 p.m. 

South Carolina, Shandon ch, Columbia, 
S. C., July 23. 

Kentucky, Danville, Sept. 9, 2 p.m. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail priviliges authorized at Richmond 


Publishers Ine., 1 North Sixth Street, 


Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks 
Telephone MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 


15¢ a copy. $5.00 a year. 
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Vkeptical 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

In reference to your “Results from 
Lutheran Efforts’ appearing in the April 
14 issue of THE OUTLOOK, I couldn’t help 
being very skeptical of this dramatic new 
birth of Lutheranism. Not far from here 
is the little rural village of Lodi, pop. 
300+. In this village there are two strug- 
gling churches, one Baptist and the other 
Presbyterian. You can guess where this 
dramatic new birth of Lutheranism is tak- 
ing place. Perhaps the Lutheran Church 
can produce another Luther. 

CHARLES F.. SCHWARTZ. 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Trumansburg, N. Y. 


Scotland Help 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send me 12 copies of Judgment 
Upon the Nations by William Steven from 
your Church of Scotland helps for use in 
a weekly Bible class. ... 

This study of Amos is the best short 
publication that has come to my notice...,. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA, 

NOTE—List of Church of Scotland and 
Church of England helps in Bible study 
available upon request. 


Minister & Wife 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
Please send 50 copies each of “What Is 
a Minister?” and “What Is a Minister’s 
Wife?” ... 
Bvprist CHurcH, Brockport, N. Y. 
NOTE—Complete list of reprints avail- 
able upon request. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U. S., USA, A. R. and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Kingsport, Tenn., Reedy Creek ch, 150 
mbs, 1 Sun. svs, in Great Smoky Mtns, 
manse excg. Prefer Chicago area, July 20- 
Aug. 3. Chas. H. Allen, Rt. 8, Kingsport, 
Tenn, 

Tampa, Fla., Temple Terrace ch, 235 mbs, 
suburban, 1 svs; near beaches; manse pro- 
vided here but will need none; 3 or 4 Aug. 
Sundays; prefer Northern Va. J. R. Jack- 
son, 106 N. Lockmoor, Tampa, Fla. 

Lexington, Va., Poplar Hill & Ben Salem 
chs, 165 mbs, 2 morn. svs; beautiful mtn. 
scenery, near Blue Ridge Parkway; manse 
excg; 4 or 5 Aug. Sundays; prefer seashore. 
Daniel Dickenson, Rt. 4, Lexington, Va. 

Flint, Mich., Westminster ch, 385 mbs, 1 
Sun. svs;: 2 hrs. Detroit; manse excg; Aug. 
3, 10. Prefer vacation resort area or near 
historic sites within 300 mi. of Flint. J. 
Kenneth Brand, 2410 Gibson, Flint 3, Mich. 

Winston-Salem, N. C., Southminster ch, 
250 mbs, 1 Sun. svs; prefer Fla., New Eng- 
land or beach area. 2 July Sundays or 4th 
or 5th in Aug. Ralph L. Underwood, Jr., 
1026 Waughtown St., Winston-Salem, N. C. 


EXCHANGE OF MANSES ONLY 

Three-bedroom new house (1 used for 
study), edge of town. F. D. Stevenson, Rt. 
3, Box 381, Corbin, Ky. 


NEED SUPPLY 

Big Spring, Texas, St. Paul ch, 165 mbs., 
July 13-27, morn. and evening. Jack W. 
Ware, Box 647, Big Spring, Texas. 

Alma, Mich., First ch, 800 mbs, 1-4, Aug. 
Sundays, 1 svs. Site of synod’s college, 
near northern Mich. resorts on U. S. 27 
Bernard F. Didier, Alma, Mich. 


WISH TO SUPPLY . 

Jacksonville, Fla., or vicinity, Aug. 10- 
24, F. Clay Doyle, 2697 Fernwood Ave» 
Columbus, Ga. 

N’eastern Ohio or western Pa., Aug. 10- 
31. Robt. R. Woodcock, 9100 S. W. Wil- 
shire, Portland, Ore. 

Within 200 mi. St. Louis, Aug. 3; Buffalo, 
N. Y. area Aug. 10. Martin H, Thomas, 
120 8. Elm, Denton, Texas. 

West coast, preferably 
Aug. Tryon’ Richards, 
Bakersfield, Calif. 


Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
July and August and last week December. 


Calif., July & 
2309 18th St, 
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NEWS ROUND-UP | 


EpiscopaL BisHop William H. Mar- 
mion, Roanoke, Va., has stated that the 
summer conference center recently ac- 
quired by the Episcopal Southwestern 
Virginia Diocese will be operated on a 
racially-mixed basis despite protests from 
any white congregation. ... ON May 
23-24 a nine-scene pageant will highlight 
the 100-year history of the United Presby- 
terian Church of North America in 
Pittsburgh. . . . In the same city, at Pitt 
Stadium, on June 2 and 3 a pageant, 
“The Visited Planet,” will celebrate the 
merging of the United and USA Presby- 
terian churches. . RELIGIOUS AND 
CHARITABLE organizations are as liable 
as any other groups or individuals in 
negligence litigation, the New Jersey Su- 
preme Court has ruled in reversing long- 
standing interpretations. . . . / A BI-PAR- 
TISAN GROUP of 13 senators has intro- 
duced a bill in Congress to establish a 
new Federal loan program to assist pri- 
vate and church-related colleges, as well 
as state universities, meet their classroom 
and laboratory building needs. Under it 
loans of $250,000,000 a year would be- 
come available. . . . THE SECRETARY of 
the Protestant Association of South 
Africa, A. J. J. James, told a recent 
meeting of the Dutch Reformed Church 
at Heneman, Orange Free State, that the 
Roman Catholic Church is making an 
all-out effort to win over the Negroes in 
the Union of South Africa and that it 
has already won more than a million Ne- 
groes in South Africa. .. . IN Mosize, 
ALA., a group of 100 Methodist laymen is 
seeking an outster of the district super- 
intendent, A. S. Turnipseed, because of 
his stand regarding desegregation on the 
city buses. He was one of 32 white min- 
isters endorsing a petition seeking an 
end to bus segregation. . . . PASTORAL 
CARE for all those in military service is 
a compelling obligation of the churches, 
it was declared at a recent international 
conference on Churches and the Chap- 
laincy held by the World Council of 
Churches at the Ecumenical Institute 
near Geneva. . . . THE MOopeErRATOR of 
the Dutch Reformed Church in Natal has 
declared that the church must encourage 
its members and the public generally to 
accept apartheid (racial segregation) in 
South Africa... . J A civil court near 
Naples, Italy, has acquitted an Evan- 
gelical pastor accused of performing a 
marriage ceremony without previous po- 
lice authorization. 








JAP PATTERSON TO BE LEADER 
OF NCC’S UNITED CHURCH MEN 


People who know S. J. “Jap” Patter- 
son and have observed his experience in 
Men’s Work in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., for the past 18 years are predicting 
that things will begin to happen when he 
assumes his new duties in mid-summer 
as Director of the Department of United 
Church Men for the National Council of 
Churches. 

His record in the past would seem to 
indicate that. For one thing, he knows 
his way around in the situation he will 
face. From 1942 until 1948 he was 
chairman of the old International Coun- 
cil’s committee on Religious Education 
of Adults and twice served as chairman 
of the annual United Christian Adult 
Conference. 


Many Activities 

In his own denomination he has seen 
more than 1800 men’s groups organized 
and he has been the behind-the-scenes 
head of seven big conventions, the last 
of which brought 8,000 men and their 
wives to Miami last October. In recent 
years Dr. Patterson has devoted some 
time to helping develop the Protestant 
Men-of-the Chapel program for the armed 
forces in Europe. In 1955 he visited 
three mission fields to give an impetus 
to a men’s program there. 

It is understood that a reorganization 
of the United Church Men’s structure 
has been brought about in connection 
with obtaining the new director. Hereto- 





PATTERSON: Men working. 


fore a number of influential men have 
composed the directing nucleus of the 
UCM without direct appointment by or 
responsibility to their denominations. 
Now the directors of this department 
will include all denominational execu- 
tives of Men’s Work and their respective 
presidents so as to tie the movement di- 
rectly to the churches. 


Arkansas & Missouri 

Before taking on the Presbyterian 
Men’s Work program Dr. Patterson had 
served as Regional Director of Religious 
Education of Arkansas and Missouri. 
Earlier he had been football and basket- 
ball coach of Arkansas College. 

He is a graduate of Tarkio College 
(Mo.) and received honorary degrees 
from Southwestern at Memphis and Tar- 
kio. He is an elder in the Bon Air church 
near Richmond, a Kiwanian and a 
Mason. 

He has a simple and uncluttered phi- 
losophy of Men’s Work. It is, he says, 
men working. Against this background 
he has attempted to underscore the serv- 
ice being rendered by men in all rela- 
tionships to the church. 

Southern Presbyterians are taking some 
pride in pointing out that when United 
Church Women wanted a leader they also 
turned to the same church and took Mrs. 
Murdoch MacLeod, who was then on the 
staff of the Board of Women’s Work. 


Dallas Ministers Join 
In Desegregation Plea 


Three hundred white Protestant min- 
isters of the Dallas area have gone on 
record in regard to desegregation of the 
public schools in an effort to avoid the 
kind of difficulties encountered in Little 
Rock last fall (see cover). 

Last December, 30 ministers began 
working on a statement which they re- 
leased late in in April over the names of 
men from 13 denominations. Four repre- 
sentatives of the group gave the statement 
to the press. These included Methodist 
Bishop William C. Martin and John F. 
Anderson, Jr., of the First Church. Wil- 
liam M. Elliott, Jr., of the Highland 
Park church, and recent Moderator of 
the General Assembly, who helped start 
the movement, was at the General Assem- 
bly at the time it was issued. 

It was explained by the representatives 








that the statement “doesn’t represent what 
any one of (the ministers) would have 
said individually, but is a consensus of 
what is in the minds and hearts of all 
of us.” 

Bishop Martin said the ministers felt 
it would be better to announce the state- 
ment at this time to help prepare the com- 
munity for desegregation, rather than 
wait until the desegregation date is set. 


Federal Court Order 


U. S. District Judge William H. At- 
well has ordered the 141 public schools 
in Dallas to integrate, but has fixed no 
deadline. 

The mayor of Dallas, R. L. Thornton, 
was quoted as saying that such a state- 
ment would be helpful toward community 
peace. 

Edwin L. Rippy, president of the city 
school board, expressed his appreciation 
for the statement as he said: 

“The clergy of both races with their 
great influence over their congregations 
can do immeasurable good by orienting 
their people to the religious, social and 
emotional aspects of integration.” 

The Dallas school situation is now 
involved in two cases before the court. 
One of these is a suit brought by Negro 
parents in 1955 to obtain entrance to 
white schools. The other is a declaratory 
judgment suit brought by the school board 
to see if Texas’ integration laws which 
would penalize the district for integrat- 
ing are constitutional. 


THE MODERATORS’ REMEMBER 


An Incident 
By HERBERT BOOTH SMITH 


I was scheduled to speak in a certain 
Pennsylvania city on a particular eve- 
ning, in the fairgrounds stadium. As I 
was mailing a letter to my Los Angeles 
secretary a dear old man encountered me 
at the postoffice and noting my clerical 
attire, inquired of me if I knew anything 
about the evening program. He added 
that he understood that “some big par- 
son from Chicago or some other city” was 
going to be heard. I replied that I had 
understood that the visitor was from 
Los Angeles and not Chicago. 

“Well, I knew it was one of them big 
cities,” he said. 

“Do you know anything about the 
guy?” he said. 

“Yes I know him pretty well.” 

“Are you going to attend the meeting?” 

“Yes, he would not like it if I did not 
go.” 

“Have you ever heard him?” 

“Yes, many times.” 

“Ts he any good ?” 

DR. SMITH, of Los Angeles, Calif., was 
Moderator of the 1941 USA Assembly in St. 
Louis. On Mar. 1 he and Miss Mary Frances 
Henderson were married in Santa Barbara, 
with Dr. Smith’s two sons, Herbert Booth, 


Jr., and James Comfort, performing the cere- 
mony. 
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Assembly Appointments 


Moderator—Philip F. Howerton, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Stated Clerk—E. C. Scott. Stated Clerk- 
elect—James A. Millard, Jr. 

Assistant Clerk—Archie C. Smith. 

Temporary Clerks—James C. Wool, Gun- 
tersville, Ala.; Earl Clary, Colorado City, 
Texas; George Hayward, Atlanta, Ga. 

Permanent Judicial Committee 1961: 
James H. Pilkinton, Alfred Adams, James 
A. Millard. Harry K. Holland, Marietta, 
Ga. 

General Council—1964: John M. Well- 
ford, Memphis, Tenn.; Emmett E. Hall, 
Malcolm McLean, Robert Bluford, Jr., 
Raleigh, N. C.; William M. Logan, Austin, 
Texas; J. Moody McDill, Jackson, Miss. 
A. H. Hollingsworth, Jr. (World Mis- 
sions); Warner L. Hall (Church Exten- 
sion); Frank S. Hay, Charleston, S. C. 
(Office of General Assembly); John L. 
Oliver, Cape Girardeau, Mo. (Annuities 
and Relief). 

Committee on Assembly’s Office (new 
name)—1961: James D. Carter, Miami 
Springs, Fla.; Robert F. Kennon, Baton 
Rouge, La.; Mrs. J. E. Dews, Forrest City, 
Ark.; Robert E. Kell, Bristol, Va.; Harry 
A. Fifield, Atlanta, Ga.; McAlister Carson, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Annuities and Relief—1961: C. W. Bai- 
ley, Clarksville, Tenn.; John A. Redhead, 
Greensboro, N. C.; Will Mann Richardson, 
Tyler, Texas; J. M. Walker, Roanoke 
Rapids, N. C.; Wm. V. Gardner, Lexing- 
ton, Ky.; Russ M. Johnson, Jackson, Miss. 

Christianity and Health—1961: Dr. Wil- 
liam Hall, Memphis, Tenn.; Dr. Thomas 
D. Sparrow, Charlotte, N. C.; Dr. Wm. 
E. Knight, Ft. Smith, Ark. 

Women’s Work—1961: B. Frank Hall, 
Morehead City, N. C.; Mrs. S. R. William- 
son; Mrs. W. H. McCrary, Jr.; Mrs. W. K. 
Brown, Nashville, Tenn.; Mrs. Helen Vass, 
Homestead, Fla.; Mrs. Morrell DeReign, 
Caruthersville, Mo. 

World Presbyterian Alliance Dept. of 
Women’s Work—Mrs. A. Walton Litz, Mrs. 
A. R. Craig, Mrs. L. M. McCutchen. North 
American Area, World Presbyterian Al- 
liance—Mrs. A. R. Craig, Mrs. L. M. Mc- 
Cutchen. 

World Council of Churches—1961: John 
R. Cunningham, Mrs. W. H. Hopper; Al- 
ternates: E. D. Grant, Miss Janie Mc- 
Cutcheon. 

Lord's Day Alliance—A. R. Bird, Sr., 
R. T. L. Listen. 

Interchurch Relations—1959: W. R. 
Courtenay (Tenn.); Alex W. Hunter 
(La.); R. E. Kell (Appalachia); John S. 
MeMullen (Mo.); C. E. Piephoff (Ga.); 
Mrs. Morrell DeReign (Women’s Work). 

Christian Education—1961: Fred V. 
Poag; Columbia, S. C.; Ashton Phelps 
(La.); Allen C. McSween, Greensboro, 
N. C.; Dr. Joe Norton (Ark.); Eubank 





“Well, he was pretty good everytime 
I heard him.” 

“Well, if you are willing to waste your 
time I guess I’ll join you. Could we sit 
together ?” 

“T would be glad to do so, but I have 
to sit on the platform.” 

“Do you have some part in the serv- 
ice?” 

“Yes, I have to take part.” 

“Well, I'll be seein’ you.” 

And there ended the first lesson. Per- 
haps I was wrong but I enjoyed the fun. 


Taylor, Gastonia, N. C.; T. Mack Black- 
burn, Knoxville, Tenn.; 1959—Van M. 
Arnold, Greenwood, Miss.; Mrs. Norwood 
M. Phelps. Jacksonville, Fla.; H. Harold 
Wells, Oklahoma City; M. Elmer Taylor, 
Jacksonville, Fla; 1960—John J. Deifell, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Assembly’s Training School—1961: Wm. 
B. Ward, Angus Powell, Richmond, Va., 
William R. Hill, Richmond, Va.; J. Sher- 
rard Rice, Tyler, Texas; Mrs. Julian B. 
Hutaff, Fayetteville, N. C.; Frederick H. 
Olert, Kansas City, Mo.; Philip A. Rob- 
erts, Clifton Forge, Va. 

Stillman College—j961: Sanford B. 
McKenzie (Ala.), Mrs. Thos. E. Anderson 
(Fla.), J. Will Ormond, S. F. Bryant, Tus- 
caloosa, Ala., L. Tennent Lee, Jr., (Ala.), 
W. J. Gipson, Jackson, Miss.; Marion 
Crist, Little Rock, Ark.; Warren G. Gaw, 
York, S. C. 

Mountain Retreat Association—1961: C, 
Grier Davis, Asheville, N. C.; Jones Y. 
Pharr, Charlotte, N. C.; James P. McCrary, 
Oklahoma City; Ernest F. Beaty, David- 
son, N. C.; U. S. Gordon, Gainesville, Fla.; 
Calvin Hays (Ga.); Charles Putzell 
(Ala.); Clair Stanford (Fla.); Mrs. J. 
Fred Johnson (Appalachia); W. S. Thor- 
ington, Signal Mountain, Tenn.; John K. 
Johnson, Memphis, Tenn.; R. Bruce Bran- 
non, Grand Prairie, Texas; Geo. R. Nor 
ris, Danville, Va.; Floyd Craft, Greens- 
boro, N. C.; Edwin Morgan, Laurel Hill, 
N. C.; Mrs. Chris Matheson, Gainesville, 
Fla. 

Certification of Lay Workers—1961: 
Harry G. Goodykoontz, Louisville, Ky., 
chairman; Sara Little, Richmond, Va.; 
George C. Leslie; 1960: Eubank Taylor, 
Greensboro, N. C.; Mrs. J. K. Fancher, 
Atlanta, Ga.; 1959: Fred V. Poag, Colum- 
bia, S. C., Columbia, S. C.; Selser R. Pick- 
ett, Jr. 

Christian Relations—1959: Irvin Elli- 
gan, Richmond, Va.; John H. Hill, Texas 
City, Texas; Robt. B. McNeill, Columbus, 
Ga.; Robt. R. Wilson, Durham, N. C.; 
1960: Mrs. Robt. L. MacDougall, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville, Ky.; 
Cecil A. Thompson, Decatur, Ga.; James 
Sprunt, Staunton, Va.; 1961: Wm. D. Gray, 
Nashville, Tenn.; Frank A. Mathes, Coral 
Gables, Fla.; Julian Lake, Winston-Salem, 
N. C.; Leon F. Hendricks, Jackson, Miss. 

Church Extension—1959: Merle C. Pat- 
terson, Montgomery, Ala.; 1960: Alan 
Keith-Lucas, Chapel Hill, N. C.; 1961: 
Ronald S. Wilson, Miami, Fla.; John F. 
Anderson, Jr., Dallas, Texas; G. P. White- 
ley, Bluefield, W. Va.; A. E. Andrews, 
Memphis, Tenn.; Mrs. T. D. Connell, 
Shreveport, La.; Albert C. Winn, Tus 
caloosa, Ala.; Wm. H. Foster, Jr., Ar- 
lington, Va.; Henry Hills, Atlanta, Ga. 

Presbyterian Foundation—1961: Halbert 
M. Jones, Laurinburg, N. C.; Mrs. A. R. 
Craig, Rutherfordton, N. C.; Van Pritch- 
artt, Memphis, Tenn.; J. P. Hobson, Char- 
lotte, N. C.; J. Cecil Lawrence, Charlotte, 
N. C.; W. R. Perkins, Jr., Lynchburg, Va.; 
Wm. H. Kadel, Orlando, Fla.; Kenneth 
S. Keyes, Miami, Fla.; Paul E. Manners, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. Chas. L. Ragland, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Historical Foundation —1961: Irwin 
Belk, Dr. Hamilton W. McKay, Charlotte, 
N. C.; Dwight M. Chalmers, Richmond, 
Va. 

Presbyterian Survey—1961: Mrs. Gra- 
ham G. Lacy, Washington, D. C.; J. K. 
Roberts, Danville, Va.; Willis Osbor2, 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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The USA Greetings 


By J. CALVIN REID 


WOULD and do hereby proclaim that 

the church from which I bring greet- 
ings is closer to you than any other— 
we are separated from you by only one 
letter in the alphabet! Could we per- 
suade you to add the letter “A” to your 
name, or could you influence us to drop 
that same letter from ours, we would be 
the same!. . 

As far back as I can remember, we 
have been in the same position as Amos, 
the one of broadcast rather than Biblical 
fame, who one day was reminded by 
Andy: “You stays so busy courtin’, you 
never gits ’round to marryin’!” 

I realize, of course, that you are not 
exactly in the mood for receiving further 
courting—frankly, neither are we in a 
position to give it! 


Loved and Lost 


But many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can floods drown it, so another 
fraternal delegate is back, whispering 
sweet nothings into your ear. Continue 
to believe with Shakespeare, if you will, 
that “discretion is the better part of 
valor.” We prefer to live with Tenny- 
son : 

“Tis better to have loved and lost 

Than never to have loved at all.” 

And, in case some of you may not have 
heard, our church is getting ’round to 
marryin’ after all! Frankly, we had 
hoped for a double wedding, for however 
orthodox we are in theology, we are not 
ecclesiastical monogamists. But realizing 
that a bride at the altar is worth two— 
or even twenty—in the balcony, we are 
going ahead with the ceremony... . / As 
already admitted, this union is not ex- 
actly what we had hoped and worked for. 
Our situation is somewhat similar to that 
of Jacob, who served seven years for 
Rachel, but discovered on the morning 
after the wedding that he was married 
to her sister! 

At this point the Biblical analogy 
breaks down, for not for one moment 
would I suggest that our bride-to-be is 
less desirable than the elect lady who 
seems to prefer to be always a brides- 
maid, never a bride; nor would I want 
any inference whatsoever drawn from the 
statement in the Genesis story, as trans- 
lated in the rsv, that “Leah’s eyes were 
weak!’? As a matter of fact, we believe 
as well as hope that it was farsightedness 
rather than nearsightedness that led the 
United Presbyterians to agree to walk 
down the aisle to become one with us. ... 

Of one thing I am sure—if by either 





DR. REID delivered the message from which 
these excerpts were taken as the Presbyte- 
rian, USA, fraternal delegate at the Char- 
lotte Assembly. He is pastor of the Mt. Leb- 
anon church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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working or waiting seven more years, 
we might have the other sister also—it 
would seem to us but a few days because 
of the love we have for you!. . . 

In I Corinthians 13 .. . is surely the 
solution to all misunderstandings be- 
tween denominations and within denom- 
inations which mar the fellowship and 
weaken the witness of the Christian 
church; the solution to all racial misun- 
derstandings which deny the very mean- 
ing of the brotherhood of man as well as 
of the fatherhood of God; to all marital 
misunderstandings which undermine the 
stability and influence of the Christian 
home. We cannot say it to ourselves too 
often or too emphatically these days, ... 
“if love is the greatest virtue, then not 
to love is the greatest sin!” 


In Four Churches 


As some of you know, in the provi- 
dence of God it has been my privilege to 
be a minister of Christ in four different 


bodies of the Presbyterian church. ... 

I still cherish many inspiring mem- 
ories and claim very dear and wonderful 
friends in all four of the communions in 
which I have served. I like to think I 
am speaking for them as well as for the 
denomination I officially represent, when 
I say, “With malice toward none, with 
charity for all, let us join hands and 
walk down the road together, ‘following 
the way of love, while we set our hearts 
on the gifts of the Spirit.’ ” 

Yes, “beloved, let us love one another; 
for love is of God and he who loves is 
born of God, and knows God.” 

“And he who walks in love may wander 
far, 


But God will bring him where the 
blessed are.” 


I greet you in the name of a church 
that deplores divorce between churches 
no less than divorce between individuals, 
and which hopes to be worthy to continue 
to hold aloft the torch lit by Edwin 
Markham when he wrote: 


“He drew a circle that shut me out, 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout; 
But love and I had the wit to win, 
We drew a circle that took him in.” 


From United Presbyterians 


By ROBERT H. MENEILLY 


HIS YEAR it has been my personal 
privilege to serve on the consolidation 
committee of the USA and United Pres- 
byterian churches to effect a merger. 
Union procedures have moved much 
more rapidly and smoothly than anyone 
could have dreamed possible. 


It has 





CLERK—Stated Clerk é. C. Scott helps a 
commissioner at the registration desk. 


evolved like a miracle. 

As a commissioner to our last General 
Assembly, I heard the union issue de- 
bated prolifically and forcefully. The 
pros and cons were both zealous and ded- 
icated men. When the matter was de- 
cided by the General Assembly it was 
only by a majority of 64 per cent. How- 
ever, the minority, recognizing the out- 
come of our Presbyterian, democratic 
process, swallowed their private and ec- 
clesiastical pride and publicly dedicated 
themselves to Christ through the new 
church and saw the opportunity of a cen- 
tury to give birth to a whole new church. 
To date, only four churches have taken 
any steps to withdraw from the union. 


Tribute to USA 


The unselfish spirit of the USA church, 
numbering 2,750,000, uniting with the 
little U.P. church, numbering only 250,- 
000, has been a revelation of churchman- 
ship. The Spirit of God has drawn us 
very close together during this year. As 
we have worked together on the details 
of the union, any fears or reservations 
which some had previously have all van- 
ished and every day we are more and 
more grateful for the merger. Now we 
will become engaged in a complete re- 
examination of our Presbyterian system. 
Instead of just merging two old denom- 


DR. MENEILLY, of Kansas City, brought 
greetings from which these excerpts are 
taken to the Charlotte Assembly. He repre- 
sented the United Presbyterian Church. 











inations with their old weaknesses, mis- 
takes and organizational hazards, a brand 
new church is emerging out of it all. As 
a result of intensive research in the 
Science of Churchmanship and renewed 
to the Body of Christ, the two denomina- 
tions will experience a rebirth from above 
come May 28 in Pittsburgh, Pa. A new 
thrust of spiritual power and the Holy 
Spirit seems to have entered the church. 
There is a new thrust of evangelism, 
stewardship, ecumenical mission, nation- 
al mission, and Christian education. This 
union has been doing something to us at 
heart too stirring to describe in words. 
A new day is dawning. We covet your 
prayers come May 28 as the new United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, is born. 

Of course, we wish this might have 
been a three-way union. However, we 
cannot count it a tragedy that we are not 
yet one organically. It will come in due 
time. Far more important than our being 
a Presbyterian, U. S., or Presbyterian, 
USA, or United Presbyterian is that we 
are all members of the same body—the 
holy catholic church—the Body of 
Christ. ... 

Our human body is to serve us—take 
us where we want to go, do what we want 
to do, and express what we want to ex- 
press. So it is with the church, the Body 
of Christ. It is to serve Christ—take 
him wherever he wants to go and say 
what he wants said, do what he wants to 
do. 


The Same Body 


The church is the body in which Christ 
continues to live on and fulfill his mis- 
sion. The same Christ is the same life 
in your church and mine. We are both 
members of the same body. This is the 
important fact. 

We can join together in thanking God 
for the ecumenical concept of the church 
today. We have come at last to see that 
Christ is too big to be confined to our 
denomination. We have quit fussing 
about our puny differences as churches— 
ceased emphasizing with ecclesiastical 
pride our local peculiarities and have 
begun emphasizing the great universal 
profundities of the Gospel. The world 
is sick and tired of hearing us air our 
denominational conflicts and theological 
criticisms. By such skirmishing within 
the church we have caused the church 
itself to get in the way of people’s reli- 
gion and salvation. People’s frustrated, 
weary and sin-sick souls are craving to 
hear the fundamentals of God’s own 
Word.... 


* * * 


SOMEONE SAID IT: Every man 
should live and work as if no one but 

himself could do the special work which 

lies to his hand, and in the full realiza- 

tition that he has only a short time in 
which to do it. 


Assembly Notes... 


Commissioners were able to see news- 
papers in Charlotte that give church af- 
fairs full and adequate coverage. Roy 
Covington, of the Charlotte Observer, re- 
cently won the Supple Award, presented 
by the Religious News Writers Associa- 
tion. 

* * m% 

Professor Justin Vander Kolk, of New 
Brunswick Seminary, told the Assembly 
that the motto of his church is, “Ein- 
dracht macht Macht”—when you all pull 
together then you find that you truly have 
strength. He told the Assembly that 
many people in his church would wel- 
come participation in scme large Pan- 
Presbyterian unity. 


The Presb terian Ministers’ Fund, the 
oldest life insurance company in the 
world, had a luncheon one day for its 
policy holders in the plush City Club, 
with about 90 persons attending. It was 
announced that the company now has 
$182,000,000 in insurance in force and 
that the insurance limit for each person 
has been raised from $35,000 to $50,000, 

“ s &@ 

A good 5-cent investment: a copy of 
The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States and the National Council of 
Churches, Office of the General Assem- 
bly, 341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., At- 
lanta 8, Ga. Another book to go with it: 
Working Together Through the National 
Council of Churches, 10¢, same address. 








FOOD—Serving the commissioners was one of the big jobs of the host 
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church. Groups of men and women from the Charlotte churches volun- 
teered to help with one or more meals. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 

Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalau- 
reate preachers; (2) commencement 
speakers; (3) others. 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. 

Austin Seminary—(1) E. W. McLaurin, 
of the faculty, May 18; (2) J. Martin 
Singleton, Oklahoma City, May 19; (3) 
Dr. Hervey Ross, Morelia, Mexico, May 18. 

Mitchell College (N. C.)—(1) President 
Harold W. Tribble, Wake Forest College, 
May 18; (2) John R. Cunningham, Char- 
lotte, N. C., May 27. 

Lees Junior (Ky.)—(1) D. T. Branden- 
burg, Georgetown, Ky., May 25; (2) Pres- 
ident R. G. Landolt, May 30, who has re- 
signed effective July 31 to accept an as- 
sistantship and work on his doctorate at 
the University of Texas. 

Stillman (Ala.)—Lawrence W. Bot- 
toms, Atlanta, Ga., May 25; (2) P. D. Mil- 
ler, Atlanta, Ga., May 25. ; 

School of the Ozarks (Mo.)—(1) J. 
Layton Mauze, Jr., May 25; (2) President 
James F. Findlay, Drewry College (Mo.), 
May 26. 

Arkansas—(1) Chaplain John §S. Ben- 
nett, U. S. Air Force Academy. May 25; 
(2) William P. Rock, Little Rock, May 26. 

Schreiner Institute—(1) B. O. Wood, 
San Angelo, Texas, May 25; (2) W. M. 
Logan, Austin, Texas, May 26; (3) For- 
mer Governor Dan Moody, May 25. 

Columbia Seminary (Ga.)—(1) Stuart 
R. Oglesby, Atlanta, Ga., Jume 1; (2) 
Marshall C. Dendy, Richmond, Va., June 
2; (3) A. Hoyt Miller, Belgian Congo, 
June 1. 

Montreat College—(1) J. Cecil Law- 
rence, Charlotte, N. C., May 25; (2) Wil- 
liam H. McCorkle, Bristol, Tenn., May 26. 

Presbyterian Junior—(1) Barney Ellis 
MacLean, St. Louis, Mo., June 1; (2) J. 
R. Cunningham, Charlotte, N. C., June 2. 

Queens (N. C.)—(1) James E. Fogartie, 
Charlotte, N. C., June 1; (2) Mary L. 
Gambrell, Hunter College, New York, June 
2 





Mary Baldwin (Va.)—(1) Frank W. 
Price, New York, June 1; (2) Philip G. 
Davidson, Jr., Louisville, Ky., June 1. 

Hampden-Sydney (Va.)—(1) James A. 
Jones, Richmond, Va., June 1; (2) Walter 
S. Robertson, Washington, D. C., June 2. 

Davidson (N. C.)—(1) C. Grier Davis, 
Asheville, N. C., June 1; (2) Norman A. 
Cocke, Duke Power Co., June 2. 

Presbyterian (S. C.)—(1) Lynn “T. 
Jones, Columbia, S. C., June 1; (2) Gen- 
eral Robert L. Eichelberger, Asheville, 
N. C., June 2. 

Flora Macdonald (N. C.)—(1) Kenneth 
J. Foreman, Louisville, Ky., June 1; (2) 
Ben Lacy Rose, Richmond, Va., June 2; 
(3) Gertrude S. Carraway, DAR, May 31. 

Peace (N. C.)—(1) Harry A. Fifield, 
Atlanta, Ga., June 1; (2) Congresswoman 
Edith Green, Oregon, June 2; (3) Mrs. 
John Burgwyn, Jackson, N. C., May 31; 
Mrs. John M. Walker, Jr., Roanoke Rapids, 
N. C., June 1. 

Austin College (Texas)—(1) T. Wat- 
son Street, Austin, Texas, June 1; (2) R. 
Matthew Lynn, Midland, Texas, June 2. 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. S.-USA 

Davis and Elkins (W. Va.)—(1) John 
C. Wynn, Philadelphia, Pa., June 1; (2) 
Hunter B. Blakely, Richmond, Va., June 2. 

Louisville Seminary— (1) President 
Frank H. Caldwell, of the Seminary, May 
25; (2) Walter R. Courtenay, Nashville, 
Tenn., May 26. 
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PRESBYTERIAN, U. P.-USA 
McCormick Seminary—(2) Robert L. 
Calhoun, Yale Divinity School, May 1. 
Princeton Seminary—(1) Henry S. Geh- 
man, of the Seminary, May 5; (2) W. A. 
Visser ’t Hooft, Geneva, Switzerland, June 
6 


Tusculum—(1) Donald Ray Jones, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., May 18; (2) Robert C. Ran- 
kin, Duke University. 

Knozville—(1) Harvey Luce, Ohio Syn- 
od, May 25; (2) Isaiah W. Crippins, Penn- 
sylvania, May 26; (3) Vernon Butler, 
May 25. 

Sterling—(1) Kenneth Smith, Dean of 
the college, May 25; (2) Russell Steven- 
son, Church World Service, May 26. 

Harbison Jr. College (S.C.)—(1) C. A. 
Ivory, Rock Hill, S. C., May 25; (2) J. 

Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary—(1) Dean 
Gordon E. Jackson, May 18; (2) President 
Addison H. Leitch, May 20; (3) Professor 
John M. Bald, May 18. 

Lindenwood (Mo.)—(1) H. Louis Pat- 
rick, Kansas City, Mo., May 23; (2) W. 
Sherman Skinner, St. Louis, Mo., May 24. 

Lincoln (Ill.)—(1) Joseph Laughlin, 
Urbana, Ill., May 25; (2) Walter Trohan, 
Washington, D. C., May 25; (3) Philip 
Van Doren Stern, May 25. 

Blackburn (Ill.)—(1) Edwin T. Dahl- 
berg, St. Louis, Mo., May 30; (2) Arthur 
E. Bestor, Urbana, IIll., May 31. 


Missouri Valley—(1) Lewis H. McAdow, 
Houston, Texas, May 25; (2) Robert B. 
Sutton, Columbus, Ohio, May 31; (3) Earl 
H. Luboeanski, Washington, D. C., May 30. 

Johnson C. Smith (N. C.)—(1) Presi- 
dent Arthur R. McKay, McCormick Sem- 
inary, June 1; (2) Herman L. Turner, At- 
lanta, Ga., June 2. 

Lincoln (Pa.)—(1) Irvin W. Underhill, 
Nunda, N. Y., June 1; (2) Roy Wilkins, 
New York City, June 3. 

Rocky Mountain (Mont.)—(1) William 
F. Koehler, Inglewood, Calif., June 1; (2) 
Governor J. Hugo Aronson, June 2. 

Trinity (Texas)—(1) Howard H. Hol- 
lowell, San Antonio, June 1; (2) Paul 
Baker, Baylor University, June 2; (3) 
Berl Huffman, Alamogordo, New Mexico, 
May 31. 


College of Idaho—(1) Methodist Bishop 
A. Raymond Grant, Portland, Oreg., May 
30; (2) President D. R. Theophilus, Uni- 
versity of Idaho. 

Warren Wilson (N. C.)—(1) John M. 
Vander Meulen, Santa Ana, Calif., June 1; 
(2) James D. Glasse, Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, June 6. 

University of Tulsa (Okla.)—(1) Bry- 
ant M. Kirkland, Tulsa, Okla., June 1; 
Dean A. McGee, Oklahoma City, June 1. 

University of Dubuque (lowa)—(1) 
Horace W. Ryburn, Board of Ecumenical 
Missions, June 1; (2) Raymond J. Seegar, 
Washington, D. C., June 2. 

Westminster (Pa.)—(1) Glenn P. Reed, 
United Presbyterian Secretary of Foreign 
Missions, June 1; (2) G. Keith Funston, 
New York City, June 2. 

Buena Vista (Iowa)—(1) Herbert E. 
Dierenfield, Waterloo, Iowa, May 25; (2) 
Harry D. Linn, Des Moines, Iowa, May 29. 


OTHER 
Baylor University College of Medicine— 
(1) J. Walter Dickson, Houston, Texas. 
Virginia State College—(1) Aubrey N. 
Brown, Richmond, Va., May 25. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Westminster (Mo.) D.D.: E. Scott By- 
ers, Buffalo, N. Y.; LL.D.: Senator Thomas 
C. Hennings, Jr.; Judge James M. Doug- 
las; President Thomas A. Spragens, Cen- 
tre College; L.H.D.: William J. McClure, 
Indiana School for the Deaf. 


Knoxville (Tenn.)—D.D.: Harvey Luce, 
Ohio; Vernon Butler; L.H.D.: J. Herman 
Daves, TVA. 

Westminster (Pa.)—D.D.: 
Campbell, York, Pa.; 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
ston, New York. 

Austin (Texas)—L.H.D.: Mrs. Leighton 
M. McCutchen, Atlanta, Ga.; D.D.: Har- 
vard A. Anderson, Little Rock, Ark.; Sher- 
wood H. Reisner, Kingsville, Texas; 
Litt.D.: James W. Edgar, Austin, Texas. 

Blackburn (Ill.)—Litt.D.: Thomas H. 
English, Emory University. 

Missouri Valley—LL.D.: Lewis H. Me- 
Adow, Houston, Texas; H.H.D.: Roy E. 
Mason; D.Mus.: William Whitlock Le- 
monds, Kansas City, Mo.; L.H.D.: Robert 
B. Sutton, Columbus, Ohio. 

Presbyterian (S. C.)—D.D.: Lynn T. 
Jones, Columbia, S. C.; Allen Jacobs, Tal- 
ladega, Ala.; Ernest Arnold, Atlanta, Ga. 

College of Idaho—L.H.D.: Methodist 
Bishop A. Raymond Grant, Portland, 
Oreg.; LL.D.: President D. R. Theophilus, 
University of Idaho; Alumni Citation: 
Peter Kim. 

Lindenwood (Mo.)—D.D.: Thomas C. 
Cannon, St. Charles, Mo.; H.H.D.: Mrs. 
Arthur Stockstrom. 

Lincoln (ill.)—Litt.D.: Walter Trohan, 
Washington, D. C.; Philip Van Doren 
Stern. 


Ernest T. 
Dale K. Milligan, 
Litt.D.: G. Keith Fun- 


Lafayette College 
Gets Brown Dean 


Dean K. Roald Bergethon, of Brown 
University, has been elected president of 
Lafayette College, of Easton, Pa. He 
will take up his duties at the end of the 
college term, succeeding Ralph Cooper 
Hutchison, -who resigned last year. 

Dr. Guy B. Snavely, former executive 
director of the American Association of 
Colleges, has served the college this year. 

The newly elected 39-year-old presi- 
dent was born in Norway, son of a Bap- 
tist minister. He came to this country 
at the age of eight, but he returned to 
Norway in 1932 and completed his high 
school studies there. He holds degrees 
from DePauw and Cornell. After mili- 
tary duty he became an instructor in Ger- 
man at Syracuse University, going from 
there in 1946 to Brown. 


R. G. Landolt has resigned as presi- 
dent of Lees Junior College (Ky.), effec- 
tive July 31, to accept an assistantship 
and work on his doctorate at the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 


Hanover’s Acting Head 
Is E. Mowbray Tate 


Dean E. Mowbray Tate has become 
acting head of Hanover College (Ind.) 
following the Mar. 22 death of President 
Albert G. Parker, Jr. Dr. Tate has been 
dean since 1948. Chairman of the com- 
mittee seeking a president is Jean S. Mil- 
ner, Indianapolis. 

President Parker had served the college 
since 1929, being responsible for the erec- 
tion of 25 new buildings during that time 
in addition to other gains. 
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The Charlotte Assembly 


One test of the efficiency of a General 
Assembly may be the number of ad in- 
terim committees it appoints. By that 
test the recent Charlotte Assembly was 
a good one because it named no new com- 
mittees and it referred few items to ex- 
isting committees for their consideration. 
It did its own work as it went along. 

If there is a criticism of the procedure 
of the Assembly it may be that it moved 
a bit too swiftly without adequate oppor- 
tunity for necessary deliberation. A num- 
ber of reports that should have been 
opened up for discussion were adopted 
quickly and without discussion. Perhaps 
the prime example of this was the adop- 
tion of the Form of Government of the 
Book of Church Order without having it 
read and with discussion of only one 
point. This is doubtless explained by the 
feeling that seemed to prevail that adop- 
tion of this book would take several years 
anyway and that it would be back before 
long for further consideration after the 
presbyteries express their opinion. 

Divorce and Remarriage. Attention 
was given, however. to the proposed re- 
vision of the standards on the question 
of marriage, divorce and remarriage. It 
was not surprising that this should have 
passed the Assembly. Each one of the 
earlier reports on this topic has passed 
the Assembly and been commended to the 
presbyteries. It is at this level that diffi- 
culties are encountered. It is to be hoped, 
however, that the extended study and 
criticism in the presbyteries has borne its 
proper fruit and that now a statement has 
been worked out that will gain accept- 
ance. This will not come to pass unless 
adequate presentation is made in each 
presbytery. This will require a demon- 
stration of the present contradictory situ- 
ation in which ministers are placed and 
the difficulties now facing the church in 
its legalistic approach to a highly com- 
plex problem. 


Mass Communications. One of the 
most far-reaching actions of the Assem- 
bly which had no discussion was the 
adoption of the report on mass com- 
munications. This will eventually in- 
volve the church in an expenditure of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and, 
more importantly, will push it out into 
the forefront of those seeking to devise 
ways and means to speak to people in 
terms that they can understand today. 
With the choice of the right leadership, 
this new program can bring untold values 
not simply to Presbyterians, but to the 
Christian forces of America. 

Pulpit Freedom. It may well be that 
the most important action taken by the 
Assembly was its ringing affirmation of 
the freedom of the pulpit. This state- 
ment is to be read to every Session and 
congregation. To be sure, it will be read 
by every minister because the paper is 
addressed to ministers and their people, 
for this is as much a summons to exer- 
cise this freedom on the part of the min- 
ister as it is a reminder to the congre- 
gation that no impediments are to be put 
in the way of the minister’s declaration 
of what appears to him to be the truth of 
God. While it is a summons to speak the 
truth without fear, it is also, and rightly, 
a reminder that a minister is not to over- 
ride his hobby or be unbalanced in his 
presentations. He is never to fail to have 
his message suffused with compassion 
and understanding. A study of this doc- 
ument and of the history behind it would 
be of inestimable value in every church. 

In a number of committees the criti- 
cism of agencies and secretaries came to 
light on the wings of overtures from sev- 
eral presbyteries. As much as we may 
disagree with those who sent the over- 
tures, we recognize their right to send 
up their petitions. At the same time, we 
cannot help being glad that the Assembly 
expressed itself in such a forthright man- 
ner in support of its servants and with- 
out shortening its lines at any point. 

Predestination. Newspaper men who 
are not accustomed to ecclesiastical ter- 
minology and theological talk have a 
hard time in reporting an Assembly. It 
is not surprising then that the daily 
papers give a somewhat confused picture 
of the discussion of double-predestina- 
tion. Some accounts labeled predestina- 
tion as the characteristic belief of the 
Presbyterian church (it is probable that 
some Presbyterians think this is true). 
Some of them said efforts were being 
made to eliminate predestination from 
the church’s standards. What was at- 
tempted was deletion of three specific 
paragraphs that say that some men are 
foreordained to everlasting death. It is 
clear that the church does not accept 
these harsh statements. When the Assem- 
bly approved deletion of these para- 
graphs, the presbyteries voted 63-24 
in 1939 to remove them, barely lacking 
the needed 3/4 majority. The basic rea- 


son given by Dr. Thomas, the chairman, 
however, is cogent. The Confession of 
Faith, as written in 1643, is a memorable 
and historic document. It should be re- 
tained as it was written because it is 
impossible to amend it suitably. Whether 
people should or not, they do not think 
and express themselves in the terms used 
in that 300-year-old paper. What is 
needed now is for the church to do in 
this day what the Westminster divines 
did in their day—to attempt to state their 
beliefs in the best language of their own 
time. 

It should be made clear to Presbyte- 
rians and others, however, that there was 
no effort on the part of anybody to re- 
move the doctrine of predestination from 
the standards. This is held by most 
Christians. What was attempted by the 
overtures which the Charlotte Assembly 
rejected was the elimination of the nega- 
tive phases of this doctrine which many 
people feel go far beyond anything to 
be found in the Scriptures. 

Support of Ministers. Some news- 
paper reports said the Assembly refused to 
do what Potomac Presbytery asked in of- 
fering support for ministers who are under 
pressure in various areas of the church. 
The Assembly rather indicated that it did 
not need to make a new statement on this 
topic because adequate statements are 
already in hand and it specified what 
they are. It did not say or do anything 
about the question of material need for 
pastors who become so pressured. This 
is a difficult question to handle. Prob- 
ably something should be worked out 
where a pattern could be followed in 
critical areas. It is to be hoped that the 
Presbyterian system will be the ultimate 
safeguard here, but this cannot be a com- 
plete guarantee because there are some 
presbyteries that are themselves in danger 
of becoming intimidated. In their efforts 
to maintain “peace,” they may dissolve 
a pastorate and send the minister along 
to do the best he can somewhere else. 

Someone would render a genuine serv- 
ice if he could discover why it is that 
many of the mature ministers keep silent 
and do not participate in debates before 
the Assembly. A number of younger men, 
almost apologetic in tone for their par- 
ticipation, came forward in the major 
debates. Can it be that these older min- 
isters are not sure of themselves, or that 
they are unconcerned about the issues at 
stake, or that they are confident that 
somebody will come along and say what 
ought to be said? It does not always 
work out this way and good causes lan- 
guish and the right word to be spoken is 
often not spoken at all. 

Christian Relations. There was no 
doubt about the climax of the Assembly 
being reached in the concluding debate 
on Christian Relations. Overtures had 
been pointing toward it for many months 
and the Assembly’s docket was finally 
cleared while commissioners and visitors 
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awaited this report. The committee’s 
majority did its work well, sticking by 
its guns, not attempting to make a mean- 
ingless compromise. It came out finally 
with a solid report that commends itself 
to the church-at-large. This report pro- 
vides a basis of study for the coming 
months. It also makes possible what 
should prove to be an effective agency 
of the General Assembly through the 
permanent committee on Christian Rela- 
tions and its related, though not organi- 
zationally connected, division in the 
Board of Christian Education. The As- 
sembly made it clear that churches have 
no business involving themselves in the 
present effort to evade the ruling of the 
Supreme Court on desegregation, that 
they should not lend their facilities in 
any attempted evasion. This was a warn- 
ing, raised for any who may need it, to 
heed. 

It is unfortunate that the concluding 
moments of the Assembly did not provide 
adequate time for discussion of an amend- 
ment that was interpreted by the daily 
newspapers as something of a rebuke to 
the Christian Relations program. By 
that time on the Assembly’s docket, at 
the end of a four-hour presentation, no 
one was in the mood for further debate. 
It is unfortunate that the amendment 
was so loosely worded that it left itself 
open to such misinterpretation. The As- 
sembly clearly did not intend this as it 
showed by its overwhelming adoption of 
the majority report and its rejection of 
the minority. 

This amendment calls upon the Chris- 
tian Relations Council to give consider- 
ation to all points of view, and to the 
points-of-view of laymen and ministers, 
in future dealings with controversial 
questions. The supporters of this amend- 
ment would hardly be willing to accept 
its implications, for it implies that the 
reports are to have as their basis the 
judgments and values of men rather than 
the teachings of the Scriptures in regard 
to crucial issues. It furthermore suggests 
that in the past these reports have not 
been based upon the Scriptures, but have 
rather been expressive of certain party 
points-of-view, and that in the future 
they should give the party points-of-view 
of everybody. In a calmer and more 
thoughtful moment no Assembly would 
be willing to grant this premise. It is not 
concerned to collect points-of-view and 
out of them to fashion a report or a pro- 
gram of action. If it had had a moment 
to think about it, it would never have 
accepted this amendment. Now it has 
too easily made a declaration that is im- 
possible to follow. 


The Presbyterian General Assembly is 
a great institution. It is inspiring and 
heartwarming. It has its great moments 
and its evidences of weakness. We can 
be grateful that the 1958 Assembly had 
more of the former than of the latter. 
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Footnote to the Topic: An Obedient Church 


WHAT SORT OF OBEDIENCE? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HEN WE TALK OF AN OBE- 

dient church, do we mean an obe- 
dient group or do we mean obedient 
individuals? Philip, Peter and Paul were 
obedient Christians, as individuals. Is an 
obedient church ever anything more than 
a collection of loyal Christians? Is there 
any such thing as the church apart from 
the individuals who compose it? Is it 
not the qualities of individual Christians 
that give the church, in any place and 
time, whatever qualities it has? 

Now we speak as Presbyterians, a 
peculiar and special sort of Christian 
church to be sure. But what can be said 
of us is more or less true of all Chris- 
tian bodies calling themselves “the” 
church (which is always a piece of con- 
ceit) or more humbly a part of Christ’s 
church. It is nearly always true of us 
that whatever we do that is obedient to 
Christ—indeed whatever we do at all 
—is done not by the whole church but 
by a part of it. We operate by quorums 
and majorities. There is always the part 
of the church that stays home hence the 
need for rules about how many constitute 
a quorum. If everybody’s presence were 
necessary when decisions are called for, 
we'd never get any business done. Fur- 
thermore, if a unanimous vote were nec- 
essary to act, then Presbyterians would 
mighty seldom act. Even a 3/4 majority 
rule (as for union) can stymie us for 
generations; what would a unanimity 
rule do for us but paralyze us entirely? 

So, history shows that whenever the 
church has spoken out, there has always 
been the silence of those in the church 
who prefer to say nothing, or who have 
nothing to say. Not only so, but back 
of every utterance of the church, from the 
very earliest times, and back of its every 
action, is the static of dissenting minori- 
ties, sometimes rising to a shout: No! 
No! we’ve been framed, we’ve been rail- 
roaded! Sometimes the truth is in the 
static, sometimes the official voice of the 
church is no true voice of Christ. But 
even when it is, the dissenter is always 
with us. 

T WAS SO IN THE EARLY 

church. By what ecclesiastical author- 
ity did Philip go down toward Gaza? Not 
any, so far as the record shows. One may 
be quite sure that a good representative 
Home Mission Committee would have 
thought up some strong objections to 
Philip’s enterprise. Philip himself hadn’t 
a clear plan of operation that he could 
submit to presbytery. Furthemore, the 
road to Gaza (as Chamber of Commerce 
surveys would show) was desert. Not a 
good place for a filling station or a super- 
market; how could you start a church 
there? Besides even if Philip (who, it 


had to be admitted, was a remarkably fast 
mixer) made a convert or two, it would 
likely be among transients or colored 
people, and you know (they would say 
in Jerusalem) they’re just not our kind 
of people. 

But Philip went, even though his harv- 
est of souls was one colored transient. 
And Peter was obedient when he came 
out of prison; he had the habit, for he 
had been obedient before. His adventure 
in Caesarea, we know, met with criti- 
cism, so severe that on Paul’s account of 
it, Peter himself at a later time wavered 
and went over to his critics’ side for a 
time. Not otherwise with Paul: he also 
and Barnabas had to go to all the trouble 
and expense of a trip to Jerusalem, sim- 
ply to defend what we would think today 
could have needed no defense. Today 
the title, “Apostle to the Gentiles,” is a 
title of honor; but for many of Paul’s 
contemporaries it was quite the opposite. 
During Paul’s career, as far as we can 
trace it, he was trailed by earnest reli- 
gious pecple, many of whom bore the 
name of Christian, people who objected 
to his whole missionary effort on prin- 
ciple-—principle that they considered 
Biblical. 

So, to our own day, the church is 
never wholly obedient to Christ. At best, 
the obedience is of a devoted majority. 


RANTING THIS TO BE TRUE, 

something else has to be said about 
an obedient church. That her obedience 
is partial may be necessary, but it must 
be regretted. The more complete, the 
better. There are two other qualities of 
her obedience which are not inevitable, 
but which ought to be striven for, not 
against. There can be sincere and strong- 
ly intended obedience without these two 
qualities, but that sort of obedience may 
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even do more harm than good. 

One of these qualities is love, in the 
deep Christian agape sense: enthusiastic, 
devoted, loyal self-giving to God and 
his cause. Without love, obedience be- 
comes a keeping of rules, misunderstood 
or even disliked intensely. Obedience 
without love is slavish and wretched. 
God becomes the great Taskmaster; serv- 
ice to him, or of others in his name, sinks 
to a mere chore. His sons become slaves 
or robots. Everything the church does 
in the name of Christ must be done in the 
spirit of the Christ who is Love Incarnate, 
or (as Paul knew) we are nothing. 
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The other quality which illumines and 
vitalizes true obedience, is intelligence. 
Mother-love which is stupid can kill a 
child. So devotion to Christ, if it is 
stupid, can hamper God’s cause instead 
of helping. There is a type of “obe- 
dience”’ which is very particular about 
following Jesus to the letter but does not 
catch the spirit at all. It used to be 
argued that since Jesus did not say posi- 
tively and in so many words that slavery 
is an evil, therefore it is no evil and it is 
a Christian’s duty to preserve slavery. It 
has been argued by professors of theology 
(Presbyterian, too) that since Jesus 
commanded us to go into all the world 
and make disciples of all nations, but 
did not mention mission boards, that mis- 
sions are right and boards are sinful. 

There are people in the church even 
today who will tell you that since Christ 
never took a teetotalist attitude toward 
wine, therefore prohibition is a policy 
Christians should not support; that since 
neither Christ nor his apostles used in- 
strumental music in worship, we cannot 
do so without sin; that since Jesus never 
used the words, “social justice,” we can- 
not, as Christians, use such words, or 
mean them, without departing from the 
faith .. . and so forth and so forth. Such 
slavish and stupid obedience turns out, 
over and over again, to be flat disobe- 
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dience to what our Lord plainly intended. 

What sort of obedience can the church 
render to Christ? Only partial, because 
God does not grant the same light to all. 
But what sort of obedience must the 
church offer? If it is not intelligent, we 
cannot be sure it is obedience; if it is 
not loving, we can be sure it is not true 
obedience at all. 


Church Women Call for 
Halt in Nuclear Tests 


OKLAHOMA City, OKLA. (RNS)—The 
federal government was urged here by 
the United Church Women’s board of 
managers to stop testing nuclear weapons 
for a trial period. 

In a resolution adopted at the board’s 
annual meeting, the Protestant women 
said cessation of the tests should be “the 
first step in persistent negotiations to 
seek agreement on reduction and regula- 
tion of armaments, nuclear weapons and 
missiles, and control of outer space.” 

The women’s resolution was in line 
with an appeal to halt nuclear tests made 
by the World Council of Churches Cen- 
tral Committee at New Haven, Conn., 
last August. The National Council of 
Churches, of which UCW is a depart- 
ment, has taken no action on nuclear test- 
ing. 

Local councils of church women across 
the country were called upon by the UCW 
in its resolution “to seek support for 
measures directed toward the reduction 
of international tensions and for policies 
that create conditions of peace with jus- 
tice and freedom.” 

In another resolution on international 
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affairs, the board asked for “greater ef- 
forts” by the government, business and 
private institutions to expand mutual aid 
and reciprocal trade programs. 
Deploring the current emphasis on 
science in schools, the women also urged 
that American education “‘be directed to- 
ward the development of the whole per- 
sonality under a balanced curriculum.” 


700 Organs Being 
Given to Churches 


CLEVELAND, O. (RNS)—Spinet-model 
electric organs are being given away to 
700 needy churches in Ohio by a retired 
85-year-old Cleveland industrialist at a 
cost of about $500,000 (OvuTLOoK, Jan. 
6, 20). 

The organs, two-manual and the size 
of a spinet piano, are worth about $1,300 
each at retail. They are going to churches 
of more than a dozen denominations in 
the state’s 88 counties. Installation of 
the organs will take place at the rate of 
15 a week. 

Philanthropist Claud Foster, the donor, 
first offered in December to give away 
about 500 organs on a first-come, first- 
served basis. But during the following 
four months he received about 1,200 ap- 
peals from Ohio churches and hundreds 
from out of state. 

“T thought there weren’t over 500 poor 
churches in Ohio and here are 1,200 of 
them,” he said. “I only wish I had 
enough money to give an organ to every- 
one who asked.” 

The organs were purchased personally 
by Mr. Foster. Each instrument bears a 
small brass plaque inscribed: “God 
given through Claud Foster,” because the 
retired octogenarian believes that God is 
his “silent partner” in the venture. 


Lincoln Seminary (Pa.) 
Closes After 104 Years 


OxForb, PA. (RNS)—Plans to close the 
Theological Seminary of Lincoln Uni- 
versity here in June, 1959, were an- 
nounced by the seminary’s board of trus- 
tees. 

Founded 104 years ago as part of the 
first degree-granting college for Negroes 
in the world, Lincoln is affiliated with 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. 

A. O. Grubb, acting university presi- 
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dent, said the decision to close the sem- 
inary was based on the small enrollment 
of only 20 students, which did not war- 
rant the expense of maintenance, and the 
fact that Negro students for the ministry 
are now accepted by nearly all U.S. sem- 
inaries. 

Present second-year students will be 
able to graduate next spring, but eight 
first-year men will take their final year 
at other seminaries. 


Says Former Pastorate 
Should Be “Off Limits” 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—Once a pastor 
leaves a parish, he should consider it 
“off limits” for the future, Charles M. 
Cooper, president of Pennsylvania Synod 
of the United Lutheran Crurch, said here. 

He told pastors of the synod that min- 
isters should not return to their former 
pastorates except at the express invita- 
tion of, or with permission from, their 
successors. 
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Violations of this professional ethic, 
spelled out in the synod constitution, have 
been called to his attention, Dr. Cooper 
said. 

Most violations occur when former 
pastors accept the invitations of families 
to officiate at funerals and weddings, he 


said. All such invitations should be re- 
fused, except those originating with the 
current pastor, he added. 

Dr. Cooper also cautioned clergymen 
to refrain from even social visits to for- 
mer parishioners. “If they are old, dear 
friends, let them visit you,” he said. 
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S REPRESENTING the World 

Council of Churches we take occa- 
sion of this solemn festival of Pentecost 
to send a Christian greeting to our mem- 
ber churches throughout all five conti- 
nents and in the islands of the seas. 
Grace be to you all and peace, from God 
the Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We celebrate today the first Christian 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured 
out upon all flesh—‘‘Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphyl- 
ia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belong- 
ing to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabians” (Acts 2:9-11 Rsv). 

The Spirit is a Spirit of unity. “They 
were all together in one place” and the 
Spirit “rested upon each” (Acts 2:1-3). 
Let us then always pray that the spirit of 
unity in faith may prevail amongst us, 
in accordance with the last prayer on 
earth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit is a Spirit of power. ‘You 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Weak- 
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willed as we are and lacking in resolve, 
the Gospel would be of little avail to us, 
if it merely instructed us how best to 
order our lives and our societies, but did 
not provide the enablement to act ac- 
cordingly. At the first Pentecost men and 
women were lifted far above their or- 
dinary selves, and in their weakness were 
made strong to do and to endure many 
things for which the church still daily 
praises God. 

The Spirit is a Spirit of witness. He 
both bears witness himself and inspires 
us to Christian witness. Part of the 
promise of the first Pentecost was, “You 
shall be my witnesses . . . to the ends 
of the earth” (Act 1:8). It was on this 
day that the world mission of the church 
began. Concern for the work of evan- 
gelism is a necessary condition of its 
enjoying such blessings. Moreover, our 
witness must be “to all the world” and 
“to every creature.” We must not stop 
short of “the ends of the earth.” 

Today, then, let us not only com- 
memorate that marvelous outpouring of 
the Spirit on the first Pentecost long ago, 
but let us seek by God’s grace to recover 
the unity that was then so manifest, the 
power that was enjoyed, and the zeal for 
worldwide evangelism that then filled 
every heart. “And above all these” let 
us “put on love which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony” (Col. 3:14). 
As we join in prayer to this end, may 
God’s richest and most enabling blessing 
fall upon us. 
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Leadership Requires Character 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for June 1, 1958 
Background Scripture Numbers 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 34:9-12; Joshua 1. 


Printed Lesson: Numbers: 


In a recent article in the New York 
Times Magazine, Dr. Allan Nevins, pro- 
fessor of American History in Columbia 
University, wrote on Leadership in a De- 
mocracy. It is, he indicated, the keystone 
to all our nation’s great moments. The 
cardinal requirements for great leader- 
ship in a democracy, he proceeded to 
point out, are three: 

“The first is a fine balance of intellect 
and character—that is, of mental and 
moral qualities. The second is a laborious 
cultivation of certain skills. ... The third 
is the kind of imagination which creates 
plans and kindles men with them.” 

This thesis is illustrated in the great 
crises of American history. The same 
three qualities, or blend of qualities, with 
the addition of a fourth, we find in 
Joshua who succeeded Moses in the lead- 
ership of Israel. 


Il. Preparation 


We do not know much about Joshua’s 
early life, but we do know that he had 
served Israel faithfully in several capac- 
ities which fitted him at last to assume 
the full leadership of the people. For 
one thing he had led the people success- 
fully in battle. Shortly after the Israel- 
ites left Egypt they had come to Rephi- 
dim. There they were attacked by certain 
wandering tribes called Amalekites. 
Moses charged Joshua with the defense 
of the camp, and under his leadership the 
Israelites won a complete victory. It is 
plain that Joshua, when he first appears 
in the Scripture record, was no young 
and untried warrior. 

Although no indication of his previous 
history is given, his name is introduced 
into the narrative as of a man well 
known, who is sufficiently in the confi- 
dence of Moses to be given the chief 
command in the first conflict in which the 
Israelites had been engaged since leaving 
Egypt. And if during the march he had 
held the position of military commander 
and organizer under Moses, as the narra- 
tive seems to imply, the remarkable 
change by which, within the brief space 
of a month, the undisciplined crowd of 
serfs who had fled from Egypt became 
a force sufficiently resolute and compact 
to repel the onset of the Amalekite hordes, 
is explained. 

Joshua had further fitted himself for 
serving Israel in the highest capacity 
by attending on Moses as his minister. 
We do not know what the duties of the 
position were, but evidently the position 
itself was a subordinate one. The Bible 
distinctly mentions that Joshua was a 
young man. Ambitious, perhaps, to be 
something more than a successful captain, 
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27:18-20; Joshua 1:1-9 


he became Moses’ secretary or assistant. 
In this position he had the opportunity 
of learning everything that Moses, one 
of the world’s greatest figures, could teach 
him about the leadership of men and 
about the counsels of God. 

Joshua prepared himself still further 
for what came to be the great work of his 
life by traveling through Palestine as 
one of the twelve spies. On this expedi- 
tion he learned to know from first-hand 
investigation something of the land 
through which later he was to lead the 
conquering armies of Israel. As we ob- 
serve the way in which Joshua bore him- 
self through these varied experiences, we 
note that not only did he have the neces- 
sary training for his great life’s work, 
but also that he had the necessary quali- 
fications as to character and ability. We 
note, for example, that he was faithful 
to every duty. He could be counted on 
to do the job, whatever it was. 

God must have taken all these quali- 
fications into account when he chose 
Joshua to succeed Moses, but the inter- 
esting and significant fact is that when 
God actually designated Joshua as the 
man he had in mind he mentioned just 
one characteristic, the one evidently he 
considered to be supreme. He said to 
Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun a 
man in whom is the spirit.” (Numbers 
27:18) 

In other words, God said, “Take 
Joshua, a man who has the moral and 
spiritual qualifications for the task.” We 
are not to suppose that God would have 
taken Joshua if he had only moral and 
spiritual qualifications without the others 
that have been mentioned. But the words 
indicate that the other gifts would have 
been valueless if Joshua had not been a 
man of the right moral and spiritual 
attitude. 


ll. Promise 

Joshua’s great opportunity and his 
great responsibility came when Moses 
died and he was left to lead the Israelites 
into the Promised Land alone. No, not 
alone, for we read that after the death 
of Moses, the Lord spoke to Joshua. How 
God spoke to Joshua and under what 
circumstances we do not know. Person- 
ally, I am inclined to believe that Joshua 
sought God in his tent in the early morn- 
ing alone, or in the evening after he had 
pondered long on the great task that he 
faced. As he prayed, as he consecrated 
himself to his great task, the guidance 
that he desired, the assurance that he 
sought, came from God: 


“Arise, go over this Jordan, you and all 
this people, into the land which I am 


giving to them. . . . From the wilderness 
[on the south] and this Lebanon [a great 
mountain range in the north], as far as 
the great river, the river Euphrates [far 
beyond to the east] ... to the Great Sea 
toward the going down of the sun [the 
Mediterranean] shall be your territory. 
No man shall be able to stand before you 
all the days of your life [no one shall be 
able to hold his own against you as long 
as you live, according to the American 
Translation]: as I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you, I will not fail you, or 
forsake you.” 


Says Earl Douglass: 


“Note how wide this domain was to be. 
It was not to be the little section into 
which the twelve tribes later settled in 
an indolent spirit of complacency. It was 
to extend from the deserts in the south to 
the snow-capped Lebanons in the north, 
from the Euphrates River in the east to 
the Mediterranean Sea in the west. But 
at no time did the Israelites have faith 
to go forth and claim for themselves what 
God had promised. This illustrates how 
great are the promises of God and how 
fearful and petty is our appropriation of 
these promises. God wants to give us 
much; we are often satisfied with little.” 


Ill. The Conditions 


Along with God’s promise there came 
to Joshua the clear understanding of his 
own part, God’s charge to him, the essen- 
tial conditions of his presence: (1) “Be 
strong and of good courage; (2) “Be 
strong and very courageous, being care- 
ful to do according to all the law which 
Moses my servant commanded you”; (3) 
“This book of the law shall not depart 
out of your mouth, but you shall medi- 
tate [muse, the American Translation 
renders it] on it day and night . . . then 
you shall make your way prosperous and 
then you shall have good success.” 


1. “Be strong and of good courage.” 
There was need for such an exhorta- 
tion and for such a resolution. 


“Joshua could look back through the 
whole of the forty years’ wandering in the 
wilderness. He had known the behavior 
of the Israelites all that time, their per- 
verseness, the rebellions they had at- 
tempted, the little effect which either pun- 
ishment or kindness had had in subduing 
their stubbornness and murmuring, the 
constant trouble and anxiety which they 
caused Moses, the little heed which they 
gave even to God. All this lay in the mem- 
ory of the past and was not calculated 
to make him hopeful. He had to deal with 
the same people. It was a reasonable 
presumption that much of the same char- 
acter and disposition was still left in 
them. It needed a strong and resolute 
spirit to grapple with such a body of 
men.” 


In addition, the prospect before him 
was none too inviting. The Jordan was 
not a large river under ordinary circum- 
stances, but it was a very rapid one, full 
of eddies and dangerous pools, now swol- 
len far beyond its usual limits by the 
melting of the snows in its upper courses. 
And Joshua had to lead the Israelites 
across this river in the very presence of 
the enemy. 

Then on the other side there were 
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“... Many powerful peoples, the various 
nations of Canaan, fierce and warlike and 
ready to stop the entrance of this new 
claimant to the possession of their land. 
There were cities strongly fortified, one 
immediately in front of him, the royal 
city of Jericho. There were mountain 
fortresses, strongholds which might defy 
almost any power of those days. There 
were large bodies of horsemen, chariots, 
all the various appliances for attack or 
defense which men had invented in those 
days, while Israel had nothing of the 
kind.” 


Surely Joshua needed to be strong and 
of good courage. In that high hour of 
consecration he determined that he would 
not flinch, he would not falter before any 
difficulty or any danger. 


2. “Do according to all the law.” 

There would be many times when he 
would be tempted to compromise, when 
the people whose goodwill he required 
would expect him to make some conces- 
sion, when rebellion would brew, if he 
did not listen to the voice of the people 
(or the newspaper). But in that high 
hour when he assumed the leadership of 
God’s people, Joshua determined that 
he would be obedient to God’s revealed 
will. 


3. “Meditate on it [the book of the law] 
day and night.” 

Only so could he know God’s will. 
Only so could he be strong and of good 
courage in the face of every emergency, 
every discouragement. Joshua was a man 
of action, but he determined on the day 
that he took over the leadership of Israel 
to spend a part of every morning and a 
part of every evening in pondering over 
God’s word. 


“Words pass on to men the heroic 
thoughts which thrilled the souls of those 
who spoke them first. There are words, 
as there are strains of music which can- 
not be uttered without nerving men to 
dare and do, to attempt and to achieve. 
A woman will be strong to wait and suf- 
fer for long years in the strength of a 
sentence spoken by her lover as he parted 
from her. An army has before now for- 
gotten sleepless nights and hungry 
marches in the stirring harangue of its 
general. And is not this what the prophet 
meant when he said, ‘Thy words were 
found and I did eat them; and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart’; and what Jesus meant when 
he said, ‘The words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit and they are life.’ ’”’ (James 
Hastings in the Speakers’ Bible.) 


We meditate on the words of God, be- 
cause it is through the Word of God that 
the Spirit of God takes full possession of 
a man. 

To be strong and of good courage, to 
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do the revealed will of God, to meditate 
on God’s Word, was Joshua’s resolve. It 
seemed necessary if he were to succeed. 
He would succeeed if only his resolution 
did not falter. 


For Further Consideration 


In the beginning of our lesson I quoted 
Dr. Nevins’ statement that leadership in 
a democracy requires a blend of quali- 
ties: a fine balance of intellect and char- 
acter, political skill, the kind of imagi- 
nation which creates plans and kindles 
men with them. In the life and career 
of Joshua we see such a blend, with deep 
piety and religious discipline thrown in 
for good measure. In choosing our own 
leaders—for city, state and nation—are 
these tests that we should apply, qualifi- 
cations that we should wisely demand? 
Is ability sufficient if character is lack- 
ing? Is religion also a requisite? Does 
it make any difference whether a man is 
Christian or Jew, Protestant or Roman 
Catholic, Unitarian or Trinitarian ? What 
are the elements of character that need 
to be taken into account? 

Is piety a substitute for intellect, for 
skill in the art of government, for “the 
kind of imagination which creates plans 
and kindles men with them?” If we are 
forced to choose, as we sometimes are, 
between a man who seems to be very 
religious but lacks some of the important 
qualifications just named, and a man who 
possesses these qualifications in high 
measure, but is not a practicing church- 
man—or who is not a Protestant, let us 
say—which should we choose? 

Dr. Nevins concludes his article in the 
New York Times Magazine by saying: 

“Great leadership and greatness in ca- 
pacity for popular response are two sides 
of the same coin. Unless both are firmly 
stamped, the coin will not pass current.” 

In what sense is this statement true? 

The lesson we have studied has mean- 
ing not only for the men whom we are 
to choose for national leadership, but also 
for each of us as individuals. In this 
connection let us consider: 


1. God’s Choice of Joshua. God chose 
Joshua to succeed Moses as the leader 
of Israel, because he had fitted himself 
for larger responsibilities by the faithful 
performance of lesser tasks, because in 
addition to his training he was a man in 
whom dwelt the Spirit of God. The men 
who are filling positions of large respon- 
sibility in the world today are men who 
were faithful to the lesser tasks which 
fitted them for their present work. It 
follows that the men whom God can use 
for the largest service are those who 
faithfully perform every task, whatever it 
may be. Incidentally we may note that 
the same principle applies to the next 
world (cf. Matthew 24-45-51; 25:14-46; 
Luke 19:11-27). 

The most important qualification, so 
far as God is concerned, is the Spirit. 


With all his past training, his splendid 
qualifications, Joshua would never have 
made a successful leader of Israel if he 
had not been filled with the Spirit of 
God. No man today, however great his 
talents, may render the greatest service 
if he lacks the same Spirit. On the other 
hand, great talents are not necessary for 
successful service in God’s kingdom. 
Whatever talents we may possess, what- 
ever opportunities we may have, we may 
be richly used if we have the Spirit of 
God within our hearts. 

Since this is true, let us consider very 
seriously these questions: What are my 
present duties in the sight of God? Am 
I faithful in the performance of these 
duties? What gifts have I or talents that 
I can use in God’s service? Do I have 
the Spirit of Christ within me sufficiently 
to be used of him, to cause me to dedi- 
cate these gifts, these talents to him? 
In the light of Joshua 24:15 does God 
choose us, or do we choose him? 


2. God’s Charge to Joshua. If Joshua 
was to succeed, he must be strong and of 
good courage. Is this still a requisite for 
suecess—in the eyes of the world, in the 
eyes of God? Why do you think so? 

If Joshua was to succeed, he must be 
strong and of good courage to observe to 
do according to God’s law. Is obedience 
to God’s law necessary today for success 
—what men call success—what God calls 
success? Which success is the more im- 
portant? Does it take courage and 
strength, to obey God’s law in school, in 
business, in the social world, in the world 
of pleasure, in the political world—in 
ycur world? In what particulars? 


For Joshua to succeed, he must medi- 
tate on God’s Word. Does a Christian if 
he is to live up to the highest Christian 
ideals need to think regularly on God’s 
Word? Are there any other advantages 
in this practice? What are the difficulties 
in the way? Do the difficulties outweigh 
the advantages? Do you give any regu- 
lar time to the consideration of God’s 
Word? If not, why not? Why not have 
a regular time, a regular system? Why 
not begin at once? 


Wocdrow Wilson said: 


“I am sorry for the men who do not 
read the Bible every day. I wonder why 
they deprive themselves of the strength 
and of the pleasure.” 


And again: 


“By the blessing of God I ascribe to 
Bible study the help and strength which 
I have had from God to pass in peace 
through deeper trials, in various ways 
than I ever had before, and after having 
now above fourteen years tried this way, 
I can most fully in the fear of God com- 
mend it. A soul that has been refreshed 
and made happy early in the morning 
meets the service, the trials and the temp- 
tations of the day with a power how dif- 
ferent from that of one that has had no 
spiritual preparation.” 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

John M. Coffin, Jr., who has been a 
missionary to the Belgian Congo, has be- 
come assistant to the educational sec- 
retary of the Board of World Missions, 
Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 

Joseph R. Cooper, from Uvalde, Texas, 
to the Lancaster, Texas, church. 

William H. Kryder, Graham, N. C., will 
become pastor of the newly organized 
Southminster Church, Vestavia Hills, 
Birmingham, Ala., June 1. 

Jerry. C.yMcCann, from Wrightsville 
Beach, N. °G., to 2106 Crestridge Rd. 
Greensboro, N. C. 

John E. Toppins, from Edna, Texas, to 
801 Magnolia St., Lake Jackson, Texas. 

Marvin F. Bryant, formerly of Bristol, 
Tenn., has been given permission to 
labor outside the bounds of presbytery 
and is now in Stockton, Ala. 

L. A. Bayne, from Okolona, Miss., to 
the Ann Street church, 1262 Basil St., 
Mobile, Ala, 

Vance Baucom, from Maxton, N. C., to 
the Calvary church, Davidson, N. C., 
June 1. 

Robert D. Barnes, formerly of Baltimore 
Presbytery (USA church), has become 
pastor of the Tygart’s Valley and Mill 
Creek churches, Huttonsville, W. Va. 

Daniel A. Baker, from Dallas, Texas, 
to 2714 Main St., Houston 2, Texas 
(Second Church). 

Alfred A. Kelsey, formerly of Tampa, 
Fla., has been dismissed to the United 
Presbyterian Church, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 

Wilson D. Keenan, from Itasca, Texas, 
to the First church, Temple, Texas. 

Dorris C. James, from Austin, Texas, to 
the First church, Cameron, Texas. 

William B. Hood, from Wallace, N. C., 
to the Rockmart, Ga., church. 

David Rice Holt, who has been taking 
post-graduate work at Union Seminary 
in Va., is the new pastor of the First 
church, Martinsburg, W. Va. 

Thomas O. Hall, from Indian Valley, 
Va., to Goshen, Va. 

William B. Gold, formerly of the United 
Presbyterian Church, New York, is now 
at Box 3035, St. Petersburg, Fla. He is 
organizing a new work under the Home 
Missions Committee. 

A. E. Fortune, of Atlanta, Ga., to the 
New Liberty and Bethel churches, Box 
889, Dillon, S. C. 

Charles G. Fitzpatrick, from Lucama, 
N. C., to the Dogwood Acres church, 
Asheboro, N. C. 

Burton M. Sherrod, from Durant, Ky., 
to the East Burlington church, 1113 Dixie 
St., Burlington, N. C. 

Daniel E. Norman, from Bunnlevel, 
N. C., to the Eureka and Lakeview 
churches, Rt. 3, Carthage, N. C. 

Charles Williams, who has been taking 
graduate work at Union Seminary in 
Va., has become pastor of the Mt. Olive, 
N. C., church. 

D. G. Vera, from Taylor, Texas, to 
Palacios, Texas, where he is pastor of 
the Second church, and also of the El 
Buen Pastor church, Bay City, Texas. 

Ace L. Tubbs, Georgetown, S. C., has 
accepted a call to the South Presbyterian 
Church, Radford St., and Cliff Ave., Yon- 
kers, N. Y., effective June 9. For the 
next three years he will also be studying 
at Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, toward. a doctorate in Family and 
Home Counseling. 
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Charles E. Wideman has had the 
pastoral relationship dissolved at Crozet, 
Va., with a view to possible retirement. 

W. W. Thrower, from Memphis, Tenn., 
to the First church, Milton, Fla., June 2. 

John S. Steele, from Jacksonville, N. C., 
to Franklin, Va. 

Emanuel E. Washington, formerly of 
Kingsport, Tenn. (USA church), has be- 
come pastor of the St. Peter church, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

James W. Newton, formerly of Burnet, 
Texas, has assumed his duties as director 
of promotion for the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 

J. S. C. Grattan has been divested of 
office by Central Texas Presbytery. He 
has become a Methodist. 

Paul N. Gresham will retire as pastor 
of the Kenilworth church, Asheville, N. C., 
June 1. His address will be 20 Warwick 
Rd., in Asheville. 

A. H. Johnson, who has served the 
McPheeters church, St. Louis, Mo., since 
1923, has retired from the active pas- 
torate. 


Presbyterian U.P.-USA 

Lee Huebert from Ashmore, IIl., to 222 
E. Commercial St., Oberlin, Kan. 

James R. Chain, formerly of Washing- 
ton, Pa., has been installed as pastor of 
the West Chester church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Thomas G. Melton, from Estherville, 
Iowa, to 913 Keith Ave., Waukegan, IIL, 
May 265. 

M. LeRoy Antram, from Detroit, Mich., 
to Malvern, Ohio. 

Leonard W. Mcintire, from Montpelier, 
Ohio, to 83 E. Washington St. Nelson- 
ville, Ohio. 

J. Basil Ramsey, formerly of Nevada, 
Mo., has been called to the Siloam 
Springs, Ark., church. 

David A. Noble, formerly of Chicago, 
has been installed as pastor of the 
Memorial church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Frank W. Penick, formerly of Washing- 
ton, D. C., has become pastor of the First 
church, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Alfred T. Davies has resigned as pastor 
of the St. Clair church, Columbus, Ohio, 
for a year of study at Oxford University, 
England. He and his wife are to leave 
July 8. 


Others 

Millar Burrows will retire from the 
faculty of the Yale University Divinity 
School June 30, reaching the mandatory 
retirement age of 68. He will continue 
his work with the international team 
of scholars studying the Dead Sea scrolls. 
DEATHS 

Charles G. Vardell, 98, founder and 
president-emeritus of Flora Macdonald 
College, died May 3 in a Morganton, N 


C., hospital. Dr. Vardell served as presi- 
dent of the college until his retirement 
in 1930. 

Angus A. Swaim, 80, died March 26 in 
a San Antonio, Texas, hospital. He had 
made his home in Premont, Texas, since 
1926. 

Archibald F. Carr, 89, died March 23 in 
Umatilla, Fla., where he had served ag 
pastor from 1939 until his retirement in 
1943. Earlier pastorates were in Mobile, 
Ft. Worth, and Savannah. 


MARRIED 

Richard E, Bethune, assistant minister 
of the Selwyn Avenue church, Charlotte, 
N. C., and Virginia Anne Redhead Greens- 
boro, N. C., were married in Greensboro 
May 3, with the father of the bride, John 
A. Redhead, Jr., performing the ceremony, 


ENGAGEMENT 

Leonard B. Gibbs, Bristol, Tenn., and 
Kay Lapsiley, Lenoir, N. C., DCE, are to 
be married May 28. 

TRAVEL 

Ben F. Ormand, Brevard, N. C., and 
David Smith of the Warrender church, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, will exchange pul- 
pits for the summer. 

Russell J. Prentice, Alhambra, Calif,, 
pastor, will lead a group of 20 on an ex- 
tensive trip through Russia, leaving July 
3. 


TRIBUTE 

Frederick W. Lewis was honored re 
cently when his St. Petersburg, Fla, 
Sunday school class paid tribute to the 
60th anniversary of his ordination to the 
ministry by publishing a volume of his 
addresses and sermons, “Autumnal Fruit,” 
and by a banquet in his honor. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 











WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 


terian. 





Separate Campuses..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Thomas A. Spragens, President 


Danville, Ky. 
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